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Module Outline: 
 
All societies from the smallest hunter-gather bands to the largest industrial societies have patterns of 
stratification and inequality, i.e., structured differences in economic resources, power and prestige 
which are relatively enduring and often reproduced between generations. What’s interesting from a 
sociological perspective is that the structure and pattern of these inequalities varies between societies 
and over time in the same society which suggests that the fundamental processes driving inequality and 
stratification are social and economic processes as opposed to a consequence of biology or environment. 
This module explores how sociologists conceptualize and then measure social stratification and 
inequalities in industrial societies and the relationship between stratification and individual and group 
identity. A key concern is the relationship between social stratification and collective action, i.e., when 
do individuals and groups come together to change their circumstances through social, economic, and 
political behaviour?  

 

Module Learning Outcomes: 

 
On successful completion of this module students should be able to: 
 

• Compare and contrast the different theories of stratification and the measures that are 
derived from these;  

• Describe social inequalities in Irish society and be able to compare these with the 
situation in other advanced industrial societies;  

• Critically discuss and evaluate the evidence for theories of the causes of social inequality;  

• Identify and discuss the policy implication of research findings in inequality research. 
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Assessment: 
 

• Student presentation (20%) 

• End of term essay (80%) 
 
 
Recommended Reading List: 
 
All of the main readings for this module are provided as PDF documents on Blackboard. 
However, there are several books that provide accounts of the issues in the first half of this 
module: 
 

• Crompton, R. (2008) Class and Stratification, Polity Press, Cambridge. 
 
Rosemary Crompton wrote a number of books on various issues around social stratification but 
this volume from 2008 provides an excellent account of many of the central problems and 
debates. There are ten copies of the book available in the library of varying editions but if you 
chose to purchase the book it would be a good investment.  
 

• Storr, W. (2021) The status game: on social position and how we use it, Harper Collins, 
London. 

 
Will Storr’s book is a great read and provides an excellent introduction to social status in human 
societies and the deep roots it has in our evolved tendencies. 
 


